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Report  of  i  edical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Tear  19^ 


Hr.  3©dfey. 

Medical  officer  of  Health. 


Ro  t  hb  ury  , 

Horthumberlaad 


The  ministry  of  Health  has  issued  instructions  that  iiedioei 


Reports  should  be  presented  in  the  same  abbreviated  form  an  for 


ious  two  years; - 

1.  Any  matter  arisi ng  from  or  cojaaeoted  with  ,r. 

evacuations  In  June,  fifty,  and  in  October  twenty  two 
children  waffs  received  from  north  Shields.  Lth  a  few 
exceptions,  the  physical  condition  of  these  children 
wuc  ^uite  satisfactory,  and  they  appear  to  have  taken 
no  harm  from  t  vere  v  r. 

A.  Infectious  diseases. 

She  total  number  of  cases  for  the  year  was  113  (compared 
with  IV 9  for  1940). 

Whooping  cough  was  epidemic  in  July,  August  and  September 
and  there  were  several  cases  of  ise&nies  up  to  A&rch 
being  a  continuation  of  the  epidemic  ox  the  previous  year. 
The  numbers  of  the  various  diseases  are  as  follows*  - 

^  ^ >,  Measles  31,  fry a ipelas  10,  Pneumonia  8, 

diphtheria  3,  acute  polio  myelitis  1,  cerehro  spinal 
meningitis  1,  Ontario  fever  1.  fvsa  eases  tone  of  polio 
myelitis  and  one  of  moos  tea  occur ed  in  non-civilians ; . 

OX  all  these  oases  one  oase(o t  pneumonia)  was  fatal. 

3.  -r .Aternit.v  d  Child  welfare; 

p  The  weekly  suasion  at  the  Cottage  Hospital  continued 
during  the  year  with  a  satisfactory  attendance,  and 
no  out  230  infants  were' '  ix^aaieed =  against  diphtheria. 

‘j.  kaaa urea  token  or  recoixiendeu  by  the  Aeuinal  officer: 

During  the  year  I  twice  visited  ail  the  SCho  of  the 
district  for  tne  purpose  of  immunisation  against  dijditheria. 
A  large  percentage  of  parents  or  guard! suae  wished  to  have 
their  children  thus  safeguarded  and  I  believe  about  SG£  of 
children  attending  school  in  your  area  have  seen  immunised. 
In  thus  connection  I  would  like  to  acknowledge  with  sincere 
thanks  the  willing  co-operation  of  ail  the  school  masters 
and  laietr esses  in  carrying  out  this  work.  without  their 
ready  help  the  schema  could  not  have  been  completed  so 
SUCCCSeiU-Liy  . 

In  ofcmmon  with  the  rest  of  the  country  the  health  of  the 
district  was  remarkably  good  during  the  year  1941,  despite 
the  severe  winter  unu  the  gold  and  sunless  spring, 
wus  undoubtedly  due  to  two  factors  which  contribute  so 
largely  to  good  health  and  long  life,  restriction  of  diet 
and  harawork. 


I  on,  Gentlemen 


Yours  obedient  servant, 


(Sgu)  a.s.  Kedley. 


*  •  •  ^  y 


